
Table B-4B.  Female full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,

by field: 1975-1999

Sciences

Total,
Year science Earth,

and engi- Sciences, Physical atmos- Mathe- Computer Agri- Biological Social
neering total sciences pheric, & matical sciences cultural sciences Psychology sciences

ocean sciences sciences
sciences

.......1975 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1976 48,692 46,667 3,047 1,634 2,476 742 1,491 11,722 11,052 14,503

.......1977 52,054 49,797 3,212 1,783 2,282 759 1,808 12,549 11,754 15,650
1 .....1978   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1979 57,063 53,633 3,491 2,221 2,170 1,050 2,207 13,516 12,571 16,407

.......1980 61,327 57,473 3,703 2,483 2,306 1,403 2,390 13,886 13,892 17,410

.......1981 63,928 59,315 4,001 2,573 2,540 1,727 2,428 14,088 14,563 17,395

.......1982 65,517 60,270 4,397 2,787 2,791 2,311 2,544 14,544 14,444 16,452

.......1983 67,919 62,300 4,833 2,973 2,918 2,639 2,528 14,779 15,200 16,430
2 .....1984   68,616 62,569 5,097 2,858 2,981 2,743 2,580 15,102 15,255 15,953
2 .....1985   69,794 63,513 5,428 2,834 3,202 3,055 2,397 15,203 15,103 16,291
2 .....1986   72,943 65,973 5,740 2,913 3,404 3,317 2,386 15,817 15,992 16,404
2 .....1987   75,057 67,774 6,028 2,676 3,562 3,331 2,378 16,136 16,834 16,829

.......1988 78,309 70,690 6,366 2,748 3,718 3,338 2,482 16,805 17,919 17,314

.......1989 81,795 73,659 6,660 2,753 3,935 3,251 2,513 17,612 18,881 18,054

.......1990 86,700 78,002 6,821 2,927 4,044 3,471 2,646 18,156 19,976 19,961

.......1991 92,079 82,404 7,272 3,176 4,221 3,489 2,865 19,202 21,301 20,878

.......1992 98,711 88,053 7,500 3,396 4,429 3,556 3,000 20,159 22,991 23,022

.......1993 103,160 91,968 7,723 3,549 4,434 3,590 3,190 21,564 23,593 24,325

.......1994 106,366 94,791 7,766 3,789 4,416 3,549 3,331 22,530 24,157 25,253

.......1995 107,413 95,917 7,656 3,881 4,197 3,650 3,469 23,047 24,319 25,698

.......1996 109,367 97,549 7,535 3,855 4,169 4,093 3,467 23,020 24,637 26,773

.......1997 110,533 98,023 7,425 3,863 3,973 4,799 3,523 22,976 24,718 26,746

.......1998 111,663 98,828 7,356 4,071 3,954 5,452 3,606 23,411 24,639 26,339

.......1999 114,890 101,396 7,564 4,312 4,132 6,381 3,807 23,983 24,630 26,587

Engineering

Health
Engi- Metallur- fields

neering, Aerospace Chemical Civil engi- Electrical Industrial Mechanical gical & Other engi-
total engineering engineering neering engineering engineering engineering materials neering

engineering

.......1975 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1976 2,025 23 234 513 297 379 122 109 348 11,082

.......1977 2,257 27 278 541 382 376 141 142 370 12,834
1 .....1978   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1979 3,430 36 429 894 454 579 258 213 567 15,151

.......1980 3,854 54 465 899 558 665 316 231 666 16,258

.......1981 4,613 51 533 1,126 711 688 347 287 870 16,670

.......1982 5,247 73 672 1,241 818 765 433 308 937 16,006

.......1983 5,619 80 769 1,295 963 615 483 324 1,090 15,921
2 .....1984   6,047 86 732 1,438 1,150 624 561 354 1,102 16,232
2 .....1985   6,281 126 754 1,492 1,208 635 559 439 1,068 16,548
2 .....1986   6,970 148 788 1,487 1,467 734 627 521 1,198 16,649
2 .....1987   7,283 167 874 1,398 1,549 734 732 569 1,260 16,569

.......1988 7,619 168 792 1,565 1,682 736 835 579 1,262 17,306

.......1989 8,136 180 796 1,649 1,822 907 855 639 1,288 18,128

.......1990 8,698 199 896 1,781 1,956 908 848 692 1,418 19,402

.......1991 9,675 254 985 2,019 2,157 1,042 942 742 1,534 21,437

.......1992 10,658 263 1,097 2,328 2,420 1,175 1,086 807 1,482 23,079

.......1993 11,192 291 1,166 2,524 2,437 1,173 1,185 802 1,614 25,759

.......1994 11,575 278 1,193 2,786 2,389 1,298 1,217 840 1,574 28,354

.......1995 11,496 276 1,223 2,817 2,440 1,151 1,135 816 1,638 30,741

.......1996 11,818 283 1,315 2,854 2,540 1,091 1,190 815 1,730 32,141

.......1997 12,510 303 1,359 2,924 2,811 1,098 1,289 855 1,871 33,469

.......1998 12,835 314 1,392 2,954 3,054 1,077 1,233 892 1,919 34,875

.......1999 13,494 325 1,391 3,060 3,257 1,086 1,261 838 2,276 36,675

 1 Master’s-granting institutions were not surveyed in 1978.

 2 These figures include estimated data for master’s-granting institutions, which were surveyed on a sample basis from 1984-1987. See "Technical 
Notes" for further information. 

KEY: N/A = Not applicable

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


